
Appendix 2 

Securing your bicycle against theft   

          
 

THEFT – REDUCING THE RISK: 

 

 Lock your bike with a good quality D-lock. This will cost £25 -£40.   D-Locks 

are preferable to cables, and as a general rule the more you pay the better the 

lock.  If you have quick release wheels you should lock each wheel.  When 

locking your bike make sure you put the lock through the frame and one of the 

wheels and lock it to an immovable object. 

 

 Take a photo of your bike and a photo of the unique identification number, 

usually found at the bottom of the bike frame under the bottom bracket; if you turn 

the bike upside down, you should be able to see it. If you bike is ever lost or 

stolen, it can more easily reunited with you via that number. 

 

 Theft – Register your bike, in case it is stolen: using the unique Identification 

number as described above register your bike online.  The police use this register 

to reunite stolen bikes. https://www.bikeregister.com/signup 

 

 Insert an identification chip inside.   

Immobitag is an electronic chip that is embedded into the bike frame and is 

almost impossible to remove. The unique ImmobiTag ID is then registered on 

Immobilise together with any frame numbers and warning tag serial numbers to 

be found on your bicycle. These can be purchased from: 

https://www.immobilise.com/view.php?stage=product&category=1&product=2 

 

 Consider decorating or painting the frame and other parts in a unique style, so 

it is conspicuous if being cycled away or sold quickly by a thief. 

 

 A determined, skilled and experienced thief can break through almost any lock if 

they have the time, and are undisturbed for long enough, so consider using an 

old, cheap, and tatty-looking bike when it will be left up in public places, or 

easily visible. 
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