
Location: Where to park your bike at home  

 
 

Choosing where to store your bike will depend on 

the space you have available and how accessible 

different spaces are.   

 

This section looks at the advantages and 

disadvantages of each space. Once you have 

agreed on the location, then you can choose a 

type of cycle storage to suit.  

 

 
 

A. Front garden: 

This is a great place to park a bike, as it is so convenient and has real grab-factor.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B. Back Garden 

If you have direct access to your back garden via an alley way or road this can be an ideal 

place to store bikes.  If you have to carry your bike through the house to access the garden it 

can be a lot more frustrating and reduces the “grab-factor” significantly. In such instances, 

however, it may offer you the most secure place to lock a bike. 

 

If you have a rear garden, accessed directly from the front – consider having a secure locked 

gate, and giving keys to all tenants, especially those with bicycles. Most gates, however, will 

not deter bike thieves, and there will need to be objects to which bikes can be locked. 

 

 

 

FRONT GARDENS 

 

Advantages  

 Grab-factor – bikes are near to the road, and so quickly parked or retrieved. 

 Front gardens are visible to neighbours or passers-by, which can both help the security of the 

bike. 

 

Disadvantage 

 Would-be thieves can see the potential booty, and can usually reach bikes easily and 

quickly.  

 Keeping bikes secure can be expensive. 
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C. Inside a house – Hallways / under stairs / living rooms 

 

Too many bikes in hallways/rooms can block 

passages and be a cause of frustration to residents. 

They can be unsightly in a living space and cause 

minor damage to walls and floors. However, bringing 

the bikes into the house is cheap, secure and 

protects from the elements. There are various 

options for “managing the space” such as using wall 

hooks to hang bikes out of the way (see PDF -  

‘HOOKS’).  Landlords can complain about dirt and 

scuffing to walls and floors but this can be dealt with 

cheaply and easily with low cost matting or old carpet 

(see PDF – ‘Protecting your home’). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BACK GARDENS 

Advantages 

 If you have access to the back garden from an alley or road, this option is very convenient 
and has a high grab-factor. 

 Visible to neighbours which can help security 

 Installing a lockable gate or door to the entrance to the garden will help protect it. 
 
Disadvantages 

 Can lack Grab-factor, if you have to carry your bike through the house to access the garden 

 Alleyways or roads can offer easier access to thieves.  

 

 

 

 

INSIDE the House 

 

Advantages 

 It’s relatively easy to carry or wheel a bike to the front door. 

 Very low cost solution 

 Floors and even walls can be protected from dirt and scuffing for free or at low cost. 

 Wall hooks can be installed to get bikes up and out of the way for little expense.  

 

Disadvantages 

 Dirt:  Bikes can easily drop water, grit and oil onto floors. 

 Bikes can block the passage of people to and from the front door.  

 Handlebars and pedals can scuff the floor and walls. 

 Opportunist thieves can snatch bikes if someone leaves the front door open and 

unattended, even for what seems like a short time.  
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N.B.  Fire regulations is often a spurious excuse used by landlords to discourage cycles; as 

long as there is enough room to pass during an emergency, then it should be permissible. 

The law requires a three-foot-wide space for people to pass by any obstacle in case of an 

emergency evacuation situation (such as the house being on fire) where residents may have 

to escape in a hurry. 

 

 

D In the garage: 

 

If you are lucky enough to have a garage this can 

provide the perfect place to store bikes.  It is dry and 

easy to access. Security can be an issue in garages 

as they can be in unlit areas without overlooking 

neighbours, and once a thief is inside, they are very 

unlikely to be disturbed and will have plenty of time to 

cut through locks etc. If you store your bike in a 

garage we would always recommend locking it to a 

wall or floor anchor.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Improving external security 

If keeping high value bikes in a garage or garden shed you might want to consider improving 

the security of the doors. This can be expensive, but will give you peace of mind.  You could 

consider investing in:  

 extra strong doors if your budget allows. Weak doors are often easily prised or 

bashed open.   

 securing bolts offer a cheaper alternative. These are attached to the side or the 

bottom of the garage (or shed) door and are locked from outside using a key. 

 

GARAGES 

Advantages 

 Easy to access 

 Your bike is protected from the elements 

 A garage can provide excellent security depending on its location.  

 

Disadvantages:- 

 Garages on back lanes can be susceptible to break-in’s (always lock your bike within the 

garage). 

 Once a thief has broken into a garage, they may have time to steal more, as they are not 

visible to neighbours, passers-by or house occupants. 
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Cost  

This will depend on many factors such as the style of door and whether you have the skills to 

fit the doors/Bolts yourself.  

 

Where to buy 

DIY store; garage supplier; locksmiths or online.  


