
Information for tenants   

So you want somewhere secure to park your bike?  
 

This section provides you with a general introduction to some of the problems you may 

encounter and an overview of Health and Safety regulations. 

 

Common general problems:- 

 Manoeuvring bikes up steps and through 

narrow spaces of a small house can be 

awkward, and therefore demanding on 

muscles. 

 Pedals and handlebars can knock into and 

damage walls etc. 

 Grime and dirt from bikes can spoil floors and 

walls. 

 If not put put away appropriately, they can block 

halls, corridors, doorways, and other 

thoroughfares (see section below on fire safety 

regulations). 

 

Health and safety: 

According to Bristol City Council, many landlords 

do not allow bikes due to the fire safety risk.  

Landlords may use health and safety as an excuse 

for not allowing bicycles in their property. They may quote The Landlord and Tenant Act 

1985 1. . .which says: 

 

 “Your landlord must keep the property you live in safe and free from health hazards.” 

 “ follow fire safety regulations – e.g. by checking you have access to escape routes 

at all times” 

 “Tenants must „take good care of the property . . .“repair or pay for any damage 

caused by you, your family or friends”. 

 

Narrow Hallways 

Regulations state there must be at least 3 feet of width for people to pass by a bicycle or 

other obstacle. This is important in connection with fire safety, as less than 3 feet might 

impede someone’s escape route. 

 

If you don’t fulfil your responsibilities, your landlord has the right to take legal action to evict 

you. 

 

                                                           
1 https://www.gov.uk/private-renting/your-landlords-safety-responsibilities 

 



Information for tenants   

The above extracts show that you need to take care when parking your bike in shared 

spaces, and make sure they fit in with a safe environment for all people living in, or visiting, 

the property. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next steps 

There are lots of different solutions to cycle parking issues, which will depend on the space 

available, the number of bikes that need storing and the available budget.  If you are renting 

accommodation, you will need to persuade your landlord that cycle storage is a good idea. 

 

The PDF entitled “Where to Start” outlines the key factors you need to consider when 

planning your cycle parking.  

 

We also recommend you read the section entitled “Landlords” as it outlines positive reasons 

why landlords should install cycle parking.  

 

Further PDF’s will help you identify where to site cycle parking and finally a range of 

solutions are explained to suit different locations and budgets.  

 

 


