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Introduction 

 

Life Cycle has been encouraging people to cycle for over 15 years, and one of major 
reasons that many people cite for not being able to cycle is lack of secure storage for a bike.   
 
A 2012 RAC report showed 80% of UK households now live in transport poverty (defined as 
spending more than 10% of disposable income on transport).  Cycling offers a low-cost, 
healthy and widely accessible alternative to car or expensive public transport for short 
journeys, enabling people easily to access local jobs and services. Rented accommodation 
providers, by imposing barriers to cycling, are adding to tenants’ cost of living and reducing 
their mobility in finding work.  
 

In July 2012 Life Cycle undertook a quick survey to find out more about issues surrounding 

cycle storage.  78 individuals participated in the online survey. We found:  

 over half of respondents had nowhere dedicated to keep a bicycle where they lived  

 one third said accommodation restrictions (past or present) had put them off owning 
a bike 

 60% said they had been put off renting accommodation due to lack of cycle storage 

 one third reported that they or someone else had had a bike stolen from where they 
live.  

 
We were told about landlords who disallowed cycles altogether inside the premises; 
landlords who prohibited cycles from being kept inside self-contained flats; landlords who 
would not allow cycles to be left in hallways. These attitudes and restrictions, by deterring 
bike use even amongst the most committed cycling tenants, greatly add to the difficulties 
people face, and discriminate against those who are trying to live sustainably. Only a few 
respondents reported a positive and welcoming attitude by their landlord to them as cyclists. 
 
Purpose of this Guide 
 
This Guide is made up of  a series of PDF documents which offer information on a number 

of practical solutions parking bikes in domestic properties.  

 

Through this guide we aim to demontrate to landlords, tenants and homeowners too, that 

there are many low-cost and secure ways of parking bikes.  We hope that by helping people 

install accessible, convenient cycle parking, bikes will be used regularly rather than stored 

away . . . and thus increase the number of journeys people make by bike in Bristol. 

 

Using the Guide 

We suggest everyone starts by reading Guides 1 -4.  These will help you decide what type of 

parking you need and where to locate it.  The remaining guides describe different parking 

solutions, which relate to specific locations.   
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The phrase ‘grab-factor’ is used a lot in the text – the meaning is: the ability for a bicycle 
user to grab their bike for use in a quick, easy, and stress-free way. 
 

We have used an ‘at-a-glance’ grading system to allow you to quickly assess the attributes 
of various solutions – here below is what the tick system shows: 

   Poor 

      Satisfactory 

      Good 

        Excellent. 

 

So, for example, a perfect score would look like this: 

Price range        

Grab-factor        

Security        

 

Opinions and gradings (such as the tick table) are subjective, and different views may also 

be valid. 

Prices quoted in this report were right when the research was carried out; so please check 

the price for yourself in case it has changed in the meantime. 

All solutions suggested or recommended are subject, of course, to the house-owner giving 

their permission – perhaps within the terms of any contract which might be in effect. 


